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I would like to talk on the threat of flooding in Sumas and the SE2

ENERGY FACILiSe sie refrased o the €IS
EVALUATION COUNCH

I own the Duty Free store on the Canadian side of the border, located
200 feet North of the border and 100 feet East of the CPR tracks. In 1990 and 1991 there i
was severe flooding in Sumas, caused by an early snowfall in November, then warm
weather and heavy rains. The result was 3 feet (.Jf water in Sumas, roadsr were closed,
railway tracks were washed out, and our business Wa;c, closed for 4 days. The biggest
flood threat is the potential of the .Nooksack River eroding south of Everson and

connecting to the head of Johnson Creek.

I wouldllike to read a letter from David Sellars of the Canadian Water

Management Consultants that details the Nooksack River problems.

To eliminate the potential problems of the Nooksack River flooding into
Sumas, the Nooksack River must be dredged from the river mouth to Deming, 2 major

project that requires approval from a number of government agencies. This was proposed

after the 1990 flood and at this time nothing has happened.
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The second flood threat is the Fraser River. In the spring of 1999 the Fraser

River was close to flood stage. If flocding had occurred, floodwaters would have entered 1 \

Sumas Prairie at the Barrowtown Pump Station and flooded Sumas Prairie to the city of

Sumas to a depth of 5 — 10 feet.

In closing, SE2 should not be built in Sumas. Build the plant in California,
or if their environmental laws are too strict, build your power plant in the Skagit Valley,

40 miles to the south. Very few people live in that valley and the prevailing winds will

blow the pollution problem east towards the Cascade Mountains.

Keep your poliution in your country.

Garry Dickinson
President
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Ceer Sir.
R9: Fioading in 3umas Prairle

You have requestad us to provide information on the nature of ficoding in Sumas Fraire,
As you are awars, | have detailed knewledge of flooding condltions in the area from
studies listed at the end cf this cocument. ! have also authered & technics! saper on the
Nocksack River overflow for the tenth nydrotecnnical conferencs of the Canadian
. Society for Civll Engineering (attachad). o

As descried In Seliars et al 1981b, flood overiews from the Nooksack River gccur on
average about svery saven years. The Nooksack River bank is about 70 feat highar than
the elevation of the land at the United Slates/Canada border so when an overfiow
occurs, water flows down the vailey of Johnson Creek and Into the Sumas River valley
just upstream of the bordar. The largest ﬂcrxﬁ since 1935 occurred In November 1860

and | wae asked by the City of Abbotsford o assist them with menitering the flood and
Rdvising on smergency ‘esponss. _

In the report on the 1890 flcod, (Seliars at al, 19913), the flcoding In Sumas Pralrie was
characterizad as “overiand flow’. This is becausa the flocd slevations wars not diractl

related to Sumes River lavsls. The magnitude of ficod favels for this typs of ficoding is
dupendant on the flow dlatribution pettarns in the fisodplain which are Influenced by road
1eankments snd cther floodplain sruciures.. Altaration of the flow distribution patterns

vy placing flli In the ficodpiain scuth & the berder Is fkely to Impact fiood levels nerth of
the sordar In Canada. _ \



Bscause of tha camplax nature of the Noaksack River everflow, it is nat possible lo carry
aut & conventicnal flood frequency analysis i astimate the 100-yeer flasd. Furthermors,
a6 noted in Seilars et 8], 1991a, “it appears that since tha cessation of gravel mining In
the Nooksack River in 1978, subsiantlal gravel aggradation has octurrsd which has
probably caused increased watar igvelg at Everson and incresssd the magnitude and
fraquency of overflows into the Sumas River Basin®,

if you racuire acditional informatlort, § would te pleased to be raferred t2 in this matiar,

Yours {ruly,
CDN WATER MANAGEMENT CONSULTANTS INC.

C. David Rallars, P.Eng.
‘Operations Manager
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